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Warwickton i s  a b r i c k ,  two-story s t r u c t u r e  wi th  hipped roof and fou r  i n t e r i r  
end chimneys. The pedimented t e t r a - s t y l e  p o r t i c o ,  placed over  the  c e n t r a l  
t h r e e  bays of t h e  f ive-bay facade,  uses  Greek Ionic  caps wi th  f l u t e d  
s h a f t s  r e s t i n g  on a p l i n t h ;  the  p l a i n  e n t a b l a t u r e  continues around the  r e s t  
of the  s t r u c t u r e .  The brickwork is i n  Flemish bond above the  "watertable" 
wi th  American bond below, both l a i d  wi th  narrow mortar j o i n t s  t y p i c a l  of 
the period.  The r e a r  e l l  has  seen a t  l e a s t  two s t a g e s  of  evo lu t ion  i n  its 
b r i c k  f i r s t  s t o r y  wi th  frame enlargements.  The doorway is an extremely 

17. DESCRIPTION 

c l o s e  adap ta t ion  of  P l a t e  28 i n  Asher Benjamin's P r a c t i c a l  House Carpenter ,  
Fourth Edi t ion ,  1835. 
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Warwickton i s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  example of  the  b a s i c  f ive-bay Georgian block 
adapted t o  t h e  needs of  a  Victorian-Greek Revival house b u i l d e r  i n  1858. 
Other than t h e  hybrid p o r t i c o ,  the  most unusual f e a t u r e  i s  the  use of  
Asher Benjamin's s ty lebook i n  des igning  the  entranceway, c e r t a i n l y  an 
extremely r a r e  source f o r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  des ign  i n  Vi rg in i a .  I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  i ts  unique d e t a i l s  i t  is amazing t h a t  Warwickton d a t e s  from a s  e a r l y  
a s  i t  does,  e s p e c i a l l y  c o n s i d e r i n g ' i t s  remote s i t e  and grand propor t ions .  
The p r o v i n c i a l  handling of the  p o r t i c o  combined wi th  t h e  i n h e r e n t l y  bold 
p a t t e r n s  o f  Benjamin blend we l l  w i th  t h e  hea l thy  f e e l  of  the  Alleghany 
t ab le l ands  whose s t a r k  h i l l s  surround it. 
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The a r e a  around Warwickton was one of t h e  e a r l i e s t  s e t t l emen t s  i n  t h i s  
remote s e c t i o n  of V i rg in i a  and was f i r s t  acquired by W i l l i a m  Jackson, f o r  
whom the  Jackson River was named, i n  the  middle p a r t  of  the  e ighteenth  
century.  On t h i s  proper ty  s e t t l e d  Robert H a l l ,  the  f i r s t  known white  
s e t t l e r  i n  Bath County who b u i l t  a log  cab in  the re  f o r  h i s  family sometime 
before  1750. I n  1788 Jacob Warwick (1747-1826) purchased one thousand 
a c r e s  of p a r t  of  the  o r i g i n a l  Jackson t r a c t  and s e t t l e d  on t h i s ,  p roper ty ,  
p a r t  of  which was l a t e r  t o  become the  Hidden Valley land .  
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Jacob Warwick was one of t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  i n  Bath County, a  noted Indian 
f i g h t e r  and one of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  land owners i n  the  a r e a .  A t  h i s  dea th  
h i s  proper ty  descended t o  h i s  son Andrew S. Warwick who married Mary N .  
Woods (1791-1822). They were the  pa ren t s  of Judge James Woods Warwick 
(1813-1897) who b u i l t  the  p resen t  mansion house, Warwickton, i n  Hidden 
Valley circa 1858. Judge Warwick served i n  t h e  Virg in ia  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1883 
and as judge of t h e  county c o u r t s  of  Highland and Bath Counties f o r  some 
yea r s .  A t  h i s  dea th  i n  1897 t h e  proper ty  passed t o  h i s  second wife ,  
E l i z a  3. Gatewood, and a f t e r  h e r  dea th  the  fol lowing yea r ,  the  property 
was s o l d  t o  t h e  Jackson River Hunt Club. Both Judge and Mrs. Warwick a r e  
buried i n  the  family cemetery behind the  house.. I n  1965 t h e  United S t a t e s  
Fores t  Serv ice ,  under the  Department of  Agr i cu l tu re ,  purchased the  
Warwickton t r a c t .  One of the  owners renamed the  h i s t o r i c  proper ty  "Hidden 
Valley" circa 1940, but  the  h i s t o r i c  name is Warwickton. 
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